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December 8, 2011
City Council Chambers

On Thursday, December 8, 2011, at 7:00 pm, a regular meeting of the Plan Commission was called to order.  Roll Call.  Present:  Chair John Stauter, Bob Conklin, Eric Larson, Mike Mellott, and Rene Morris.  Absent:  Mike Gill and Steve Munson. 

Also present were City Planner Dustin Wolff, Code Enforcement Officer Amanda Schmidt, Building and Zoning Services Coordinator Mike Wolber, City Manager Scott Shumard, Management Intern Hadley Skeffington-Vos, and City Clerk Marie Rombouts.

Eric Larson made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 7, 2011 meeting; seconded by Mike Mellott.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.
Amanda Schmidt reported the Council passed an ordinance for the changes outlined to the sign code, as recommended by the Plan Commission.
Chair Stauter opened a public hearing on the Downtown Riverfront Redevelopment Plan at 7:02 pm.  City Manager Shumard explained the process that Houseal Lavigne Associates used to prepare this plan.  Community leaders were consulted and public meetings were held.  The plan is a blueprint for the riverfront area.  

Planner Wolff discussed the plan with Mike Wolber and feels it does not contradict the Comprehensive Strategic Plan.  
Chair Stauter read a letter from Voight Smith that commended the City for their plan, but opposed the suggested change to the traffic patterns in the downtown from one-way streets to two-way streets.  Smith feels that traffic moves smoothly and expressed concern about the cost to convert back to two-way streets.  Chair Stauter asked City staff to contact Smith to let him know that his opinions were shared at the public hearing.

Chair Stauter closed the public hearing at 7:40 pm.

Bob Conklin made a motion to adopt the Downtown Riverfront Redevelopment Plan as a detailed component of the Comprehensive Strategic Plan, and recommended that the City Council adopt the Downtown Riverfront Redevelopment Plan as a detailed component of the Comprehensive Strategic Plan; seconded by Rene Morris.  Voting:  Ayes – All.  Nayes – None.  Motion carried.

Planner Wolff reported the Zoning Ordinance has been in place for 40 years.  A table of contents was distributed to Commissioners.  Wolff will be working with City staff to update the zoning code and bring sections back to the Plan Commission for review.
Planner Wolff distributed photo examples of way finding signs.  He suggested a working group be formed to determine rules of application, such as;

· what sites should be advertised, 
· what other entities should be involved, 
· the types of signs, and 
· establish consistency in signs throughout the community.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm.  The next meeting will be Thursday, January 19, 2012.
Marie Rombouts

City Clerk

